Book 5
KIDNEY FAILURE AFTER THE HUNT

OK, in the preceding chapters we have provided you with overviews of three out of the four most important factors in the aftercare of your canine athlete. They are: (1) Fluid Therapy, (2) Anti​Shock Therapy, and (3) Antibiotic Therapy. There is one final step to consider in saving a dog after a hunt and that is (4) Preventing Kidney Failure.

How many of you have had, or heard of, dogs that seemed fine for several days - they were successfully treated for shock, infection, and they were hydrated after the hunt with fluid therapy - only to die about a week or so later for "no reason?" The odds are high that there was in fact a reason: those dogs died of kidney failure.

The main symptom of kidney failure is uremia (poison urine) which is generally evidenced by lethargy, depression, anorexia, vomiting, mild diarrhea, dehydration, and ulcerations of the mucous membranes. Some dogs get non-regenerative anemia due to lack of production of a certain factor (erythropoietin) but this technical stuff is unimportant. Basically, an increase of nitrogenous waste (unusable protein) impairs the kidneys and causes them to shut down. How this happens in our dogs was touched upon in the last issue, and we will go a little deeper into it here.

The important thing to realize is that the destroyed tissue in your dog has to be cleaned out by the bloodstream. Once in the bloodstream, this destroyed tissue (nitrogenous waste) is then filtered through the kidneys. Not only is it important to know that dehydration itself can cause kidney failure, without any injury, but when dehydration is combined with an overload of nitrogenous waste (dead cells and internal bleeding) from a hog hunt, it is almost sure to damage or completely shut down the kidneys. Therefore, while your dog is recovering from his wounds, and his system is filtering his dead and destroyed nitrogenous tissues through his kidneys, you must compensate for this by continuing to supplement him with lots of fluids to accommodate this critical process.

At the same time, it is also important that the dog NOT be fed too high a protein during this period. High protein food becomes nitrogenous waste (partially) after digestion, and by giving high-protein feed to a battle-debilitated, probably dehydrated dog you are simply adding a another burden to the animal's already-overloaded kidneys that isn't necessary. What most people want to do for their injured dog is feed him as much "good food" as they possibly can, incorrectly believing that they are helping their banged-up dog, when in fact they are killing him with too much protein for his weak kidneys to handle in his condition. So when you have a severely hurt dog, who is under-hydrated, and being fed high-protein feed at the same time, you have the very recipe that makes for a dead dog.

You should actually give your dog very little protein at this point, mostly IV fluids and rice as a solid food. What little protein you give your dog during his recovery time should be pre-digested, if possible, and of high-usability. For instance, using a touch of Canine Peak Condition,sprinkled over well-cooked rice, and then soak the meal in Pedialyte for added hydration and electrolytes, is a good after-hunt feed until the dog is fully-functional, feeling good, and "over the hump." By contrast, not having any water, or IV Fluids, and feeding the dog super-high-protein kibble after a serious hunt, is a good way to make him a memory.

Now of course during this whole time, the dog cannot just lie in his crate for hours on end. The internal organs have to be activated to work by the dog moving around. Many people just let their dog lie in one spot all day and night, which by itself will also cause the kidneys to shut down - and is almost sure to while a dog is in that kind of condition. Instead of "leaving him alone," you should make sure your dog "walks out" every two hours until he is urinating and well-hydrated. Set an alarm for every two hours and get him up and moving as such. If the dog cannot get up on his own, you must physically lift him up and walk him out. Get him to urinate each time, if possible. The use of lassix was discussed in the Overview, but getting the dog to urinate regularly and frequently, all the while being hydrated either orally or intravenously, is the way to gradually filter out his dead, damaged tissue through his kidneys. Adding some salt to his diet via the product K-Ease (which is for racing greyhounds and can be bought through KV Vet) will assist with this endeavor.

As a recap, what you are trying to do for your badly injured dog, after you have treated him for shock w/ cortico-steroids, infection w/ antibiotics, and fluid loss w/ IV ringers (all discussed in previous chapters), is help him filter his dead tissue out of his body without damaging those filters (i.e., his KIDNEYS) by understanding their function and handling it accordingly. Therefore, to ensure proper care for your dog's kidneys after a tough hunt, (1) Keep him hydrated; (2) Feed a LOW protein stabilizer feed; (3) add K-Ease to his diet; and (4) walk him out regularly. Remembering this 4-step process will take you a long way towards not losing another dog to that last step that can mean the difference between the life and death of your canine athlete after the hunt.

GOOD LUCK!



I would also like to take the opportunity and thank Doc for all the help and information, this Aftercareguide would never have been completed without your help. So a cold one to Doc... 

THANK YOU!

_______________________________________________________________        





