

Book 1

OVERVIEW

The first step in saving your dog's life is to have enough sense to know when to pick him up. Really. All of the best medical techniques known to man will be useless to you if you have let your dog go to the point of no return if he's overwhelmed in a hoghunt or kennelaccident. The key here is to realize that your dog will continue to go downhill, even after you pick him up. Think about that for about thirty minutes. Consider this: if your dog has been on a hunt for ten minutes, he seems fine when you pick him up, doesn't he? But how does he look a couple of hours later? All sore and limping, doesn't he? Well, what do you think happens when you pick up a dog right at the point when he's at death's door after fighting a wild boar? The answer is he continues to go downhill and passes through death's door a few hours later. And the result is that another good dog just got lost to his owner's stupidity. You must understand, if you care about your dog's life, that he will continue to go downhill another 10% - 20% after you pick him up. Therefore, you must factor in this process as you watch him hunt or if you see him in a yard accident, because picking him up a hair away from death won't save him.

One of the best ways to factor this in is to make a habit of picking up your dog the minute the idea pops into your mind. Think about that for another thirty minutes. Because if the thought, "I'd better pick him up" pops into your mind, there is probably a reason. If you are going to be wrong, it is far better to error on the side of your dog's life than it is to error on the side of your dog's death ... It is far better to pick up a dog 15 minutes too early than one second too late ... It is far better to be MAN ENOUGH to let the hog get away, like a good sport, than to be STUPID ENOUGH to lose both your good dog and the event. Remember: you cannot breed to a dead dog, you cannot show or hunt with a dead dog, and most people would be uninterested in purchasing a dead dog. So even if you have no heart or compassion at all towards your friend who's in there trying his hardest for you ... even as a business decision, it is still a dumb move to let your dog get killed in a hoghunt or yard accident. Hopefully, however, you have some moral integrity and do not get off on watching a fine animal lose his life.

Assuming that you're a concerned enthusiast, when your dog is getting overwhelmed, his life depends on your judgment. The first step in exercising good judgment is to know when to pick up. There is a big difference between a dog losing "for now" (when you can see he still has the strength and the life in him to be able to make a comeback and catch the hog), as opposed to a dog that can no longer defend himself and needs to be picked up. One of the best ways to learn to distinguish this is to do a little fighting yourself. Take up boxing, or wrestling, or some other form of human fighting (where you're really in there fighting an opponent), so you get a sense of what it's like to get your own butt kicked. This will do wonders in teaching you the difference between when you're simply losing (but can still mount a comeback), as opposed to when you are so tired and beat up that things need to be stopped. This will give you an eye for where your dog is when he's in the trenches on a hunt. You will note that most of the people who lack the heart to get in there and save their dog also lack the heart to fight for real against a quality opponent themselves. They may carry a gun, or pick on the weak - but you will observe a tendency to avoid a real challenge. Why? Because heart goes both ways - if you have a good heart towards others, including your dogs, you'll gave it in the trenches. But if you see people who don't have a good heart towards others, including their dogs, you'll find it lacking when they're in deep themselves too. It is true every single time.

OK, enough soap-boxing ... So you've decided to pick up your dog - or he just completed a tough, but successful hunt - and he's pretty banged up, chopped up, and he needs your care. You were smart enough to bring all of the appropriate supplies to the hunt ... RIGHT?!? 

"What are those supplies?", you ask. Okay, fair question, they are:



1.) LACTATED RINGERS + I.V. CATHETERS & FLUID LINES, 

INJECTION PORTS, ET AL.

Ringers replace the fluids that get lost in a grueling war. You should have at least FOUR bags of ringers on hand and at least as many IV Catheters, fluid lines, and also have a few INJECTION PORTS as well. How to use them will be explained in a separate chapter.

2.) SOLU-DELTA-CORTEF (OR SOLU-MEDROL) + DEXAMETHASONE (OR AZIUM).

These are anti-Inflamatory/anti-shock injectibles. They reduce swelling and discomfort - and with Solu-Delta-Cortef (or Solu-Medrol) they can bring one back from a scary downhill turn for the worse. Also, remember, make sure you figure out the doses before you actually need to use them. 

If you know your dog is 49lbs, then figure out how much Solu-Delta or Dex he will need before he actually needs them, because it saves precious time. You must have at least two 100 cc bottles of Dex and two vials of Solu-Delta or Solu-Medrol. How to use them will be explained in a separate chapter.

3.) ANTIBIOCTICS.

These will be used to prevent infection. You should have the following antibiotics, at minimum: sixty 500 mg. capsules of Cephalexen (or thirty 350 mg tablets of Clavamox) and twenty 68 mg. tablets of Baytril or Cipro. How to use them will be explained in a separate chapter.

4.) LASSIX (Furosemide).

Aids in urination. Sometimes the strain of a hunt can cause a dog's kidneys to shut down. Lassix can prevent this. Be careful not to over-do, as the dog can piss away all the fluids you're trying to put in with the ringers. This is what caused the dead game Truman to die - too much lassix and not enough fluid replacement. Can be critical to have, but is best NOT used if you don't have to. IV dose = 0.5 mg/lb.

5.) LEATHER SHOESTRING OR EQUIVALENT.

To be used as a tourniquet in case an artery is hit.

6.) BLOOD STOP POWDER.

Helps stop the bleeding of severed/cut arteries along with the use of a tourniquet and pressure.

7.) VITAMIN K INJECTIBLE.

Promotes blood clotting and can help stop bleeders, as well as unseen internal bleeding that can occur from all-out wars. Give one injection IM or SQ at 0.25 mg/kg (or.5 mg/5 Ib).

8.) GAUZE AND LEG TAPE (Type used on horses).

Used to secure the Ringers to the leg of the treated dog, as well as securing splints and braces if any legs are broken. You can get straight medical tape, and also the colored, non-stick, breathable tape.

9.) 2 FULL COTTON ROLLS.

To aid in setting splints and can be used as a leg wrap by itself, secured with the leg tape.

10.) 2 ADJUSTABLE SPLINTS.

These should also be fitted for your dog's legs prior to leaving for the hunt. Having splints there with your supplies will minimize any further trauma from a broken leg, should your dog suffer one, by securing it immediately afterward.

11.) SPRAY BOTTLE W/ A 50-50% MIXTURE OF 1 PINT BETADINE AND 1 PINT HYDROGEN PEROXIDE.

You can spray these combined disinfectants directly into the holes in your dog to flush out dirt and toxins, while cleansing the wounds to prevent infection. Best on superficial cuts. 

Spray into ears too.

12.) SPRAY BOTTLE W/ 1 QUART OF WATER MIXED WITH 25 CC OF NOLVASAN (CHLORHEXIDINE DIACETATE).

See 11 above. Nolvasan should be used in deep cuts over the Betadine x Hydrogen Peroxinde mix. It is gentler on the mucous membranes and lasts longer too. However, some gram negative bacteria are resistant to Nolvasan, so it's good to have the Betadine and Peroxide on hand too. You can spray either into damaged ears too.

13.) PREPODYNE SWABS.

Ears can swell and fill with fluid. These help by enabling you to cleansing and remove dirt, pus, and blood crust from the ears, as well as to help with applications of Betadine + Peroxide, Nolvasan, etc.

14.) STAPLE GUN (+ REMOVERS) AND ALSO CAT GUT SUTURES.

For closing more serious wounds (after treatment of same with betadine and peroxide and/or Nolvasan, etc.). Once you clean cuts out, stapling big cuts can both prevent infection and speed up healing; it also reduces scarring. I personally prefer the ease of staples **Note however. If you have a severed vein or artery, you can use the cat gut suture to tie off the end of the bleeder to stop the blood from flowing out, so it's good to have these just in case. To stop a completely-severed bleeder, take a length of cat gut suture (and make sure it IS cat gut, because they eventually dissolve) and tie a knot on the vein on one spot close to the limb. Then you tie another knot out a little ways toward the tip of the severed vessel. Then push the whole vessel, with two ties on it, back into the hole. The vein will eventually rearticulate, but you just stopped your hunter from bleeding to death.

15.) BETADINE SURGICAL SCRUB OR NOLVASAN SHAMPOO.

For washing your dog off after the show, cleaning him from head to toe to prevent infection. (Again, you can substitute a Nolvasalon shampoo for Betadine surgical scrub.)

16.) SCALPEL AND/OR SURGICAL RAZOR.

To cut away dead tissue to prevent infection/gangrene.

17.) SURGICAL SCISSORS.

Same as 16, and can be used to cut tape also when applying gauze or bandages.

18.) STERILE GLOVES.

To be used while treating wounds, stapling, etc. to prevent infection.

19.) RECTAL THERMOMETER.

Used in monitoring the temperature of a dog in shock.

20.) STERILE VASELINE OR KY JELLY.

Can aid in temperature-taking, etc.

21.) SUPER GLUE.

Used for repairing split ears and tail-tips.

22.) GRANULEX SPRAY / WONDER DUST.

Used during the healing process to remove (debride) necrotic tissue from the wound.

23.) TWO CLEAN, DRY BLANKETS.

One for covering a dog after the hunt while he receives his fluids, and the other used after he gets his bath and wound treatment, so he can be kept warm while he is resting. 

(Bring more if very cold in your area.)

24.) FOUR CLEAN, DRY TOWELS.

2 for drying the dog after pre-hunt wash ... and two for his after-hunt cleaning bath.

25.) TWO DOZEN 3CC SYRINGES W/ 22-GUAGE NEEDLES.

For all of the needed injections.

26.) CYTOMAX + PEAK CONDITION.

To mix with water to feed/water your dog after a hunt to give life-sustaining fluids, electrolytes, and nutrients.

27.) EPINEPHRINE ("EPI").***

Adrenaline injection to start a failed heart. Used only in the most extreme emergencies - that should be unnecessary if you pick up your dog at a reasonable time with plenty of Life in him. [Misuse of Epi is what killed GR CH Sandman after his legendary hunt with GR CH Buck ... Remember taking a hunt too far takes the sporting aspect out of the game and turns it into what the humaniacs claim it to be. DON'T BE A PLAYER LIKE THAT! Be sporting ... pick up at the right time.] Epi can also be used to reverse anaphylaxis. Should your dog have a total body shutdown, by having an allergic reaction to any medications, Epi can reverse this as well.

YOU HAVE NO BUSINESS HUNTING WITH A DOG WITHOUT ALL OF THESE SUPPLIES!!!  EVERYONE! 

Keep these supplies in your Jumbo Vet Box, which is usually a converted fishing tackle box. Just go to any sporting goods store, or fish & tackle shop, to get tackle box to store all your meds.

Now here's what you do: Immediately after the hunt, get your banged up dog to a quiet (and warm) room and get his first clean, dry Blanket over him. This is to keep his body temperature level and warm to prevent him from going into shock. Turn on a heater, or start a fire in the fireplace, get an electric blanket ... whatever you have to do ... don't let the dog's body temperature drop, or he will shut down (you don't want him too hot, either, but a little too hot is better than too cold). Speak kind words to him in a reassuring voice. He may not be able to understand your words, but believe me he understands the emotion that's behind your words. The power of emotion and closeness cannot be overstated in your dog's will to live. Any child feels better if his mother is close by when he is sick, and any severely traumatized dog feels better when his owner is close by reassuring him. It makes a BIG difference whether your dog is left behind in a cold crate to sleep in his piss while you go out and party (don't laugh this has happened more times than you might think) - or whether you're right there petting him and praising him for the good job he did, or tried to do. His will to live can very much be dependant on how much he knows you care.

The first thing to worry about would be any bleeders (arteries) running. If there are none, fine. If there are, apply the Shoestring tourniquet 2 inches above the wounded limb fairly snugly (but not too tight, or you'll cut of all the blood supply, which is bad). What you are trying to do is slow the blood flow, not cut it off altogether. Once you have this down, then use Blood Stop Powder to place on the wound, after which you APPLY PRESSURE. [Obviously, if it's a head, chest, or armpit bleeder, then you can't use a tourniquet. In this case, give a Vitamin K injection (in the dosage relayed on the checklist above) to help the body's clotting abilities. It's also a good idea to use Vitamin K anyway, or K-Plex during your keep, to handle any unknown internal bleeding.] It can take HOURS to control a bleeder, but you've got to have someone applying PRESSURE to the wound. Again, if you actually have a severed vein or artery, and can see it hanging out, you can use a CAT GUT (only) suture string to tie off the end of the bleeder to stop the blood from flowing out. Tie a knot with the cat gut on one spot close to the limb, and then tie another out a little ways toward the tip of the severed vessel, and then just push the tied vessel back into the hole.

Once you have any bleeders under control, or WHILE you're having someone control the bleeders, the next thing to do is check his gums to see if they're pink. If they're white, your dog is in shock and needs fluids. Press your finger against his gums to see if there's any color coming back. If the gums are pink, get white when you push them, and come back real pink again, you're probably all right. If they're pale with little or no color, he's probably in hypo-volemic shock, or headed there. Also, shine a flashlight in his eyes, and then turn it off. If the eyes aren't dilating, he's likely in shock, At this point, you administer the IV fluids bolus as per Book 2 below. Use Betadine (or rubbing alcohol to disinfect the limb, and it is a good idea to trim the fur with hairclippers, so you can see better). Anyway, carefully cleanse the injection area (usually the front leg vein, sometimes the hind leg vein - or even the jugular in severe cases). The exact procedure is outlined in Book 2. IF YOU DO NOT KNOW HOW TO DO THESE THINGS, THEN BRING SOMEONE TO THE HUNT WITH YOU WHO DOES UNTIL YOU LEARN YOURSELF.

Okay, now while you're running the fluids into the dog at a good drip rate (having first make sure the fluids are BODY TEMPERATURE - and to do this the bag should have been held by your second, under his shirt, during the entire hunt to keep it warm), you inject the Dex (Azium, Solu-Delta, or Solu-Medrol) into the 1000 ml bag of fluids (Lactated Ringers) you're running. Which cortico-steroid you should use, and how much, will be discussed in Book 3. But running the these drugs WITH the ringers gets them in there at a gradual rate. Once the fluids are in place, and the Dex (or similar) has been handled, at this point you give the dog his antibiotic treatment, as per   Book 4.

These basics will stabilize your dog for the ride home, but if he is really bad off, I would recommend spending the night right where you are. At least take him to the nearest cheap motel so you don't travel with him too far in a weakened condition. Whatever the case, keep him wrapped and warm in his blanket, gently put him in his crate, and go to where you're spending the night (home, the motel, where you are right there, whatever.) If you have a truck, do NOT put him in the back if you don't have a heated shell. Your friends can sit in the back where it's cold - your dog needs to be warm or his system will shut down. A van is preferred, because you can work on him, heater on, while your friends drive. Make sure whoever is driving drives easy so as not to unbalance your dog. Once you arrive at your destination, TURN THE HEATER ON inside and then gently carry your dog to the bathroom and run a BODY TEMPERATURE bath or shower. You don't want it either too hot or too cold - BODY TEMPERATURE. Utilize the Betadine Surgical Scrub (or Nolvasan Shampoo) for bathing the dog from head to toe and then rinse him gently, but thoroughly. Then gently dry him thoroughly with your clean towels.

At this point, see if he'll drink a cup of water with a little CytoMax and Peak Condition in it. If he does, GREAT; if he doesn't, try plain water. If he doesn't drink this either, don't panic. Remember, you're speaking kind words to your friend the whole time, praising his efforts, and confidently telling him he'll be all better soon. [I'm telling you, this makes a difference.] Whether he drinks or not, isn't too important, because you've just run fluids in him. Once he's clean and dry, take him outside and see if he'll urinate. If he urinates, you do NOT need to use the Lassix. If he defecates too, so much the better - his innards are working. There may well be "blood" in the urine, but that should clear in a day or so.

If he does not urinate, bring him back in and lay him down and cover him with the second clean, dry blanket. Set up another IV catheter and run in the remainder of his daily allowance of BODY TEMPERATURE Ringers in him (see Book 2 - and slower this time). While you're running in the last of his daily allotment of ringers, GRADUALLY add the correct dosage of Lassix (0.5 mg/lb) to the bag if he DIDN'T urinate (again, don't add the Lassix if he did urinate). While the fluids are running, with the dash of lassix added, now is the time to individually treat EVERY wound on the dog. Take your spray bottle of Betadine + Hydrogen Peroxide and shake up the mixture. Apply the opening of the bottle to EACH AND EVERY puncture hole and FIRMLY squirt in a little of the Beta/HP mixture. Again, you can use your Nolvasan mixture instead. This not only flushes the wounds, but the Betadine kills all gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria, virus, and fungi that may have entered the wounds, while the bubbling action of the Peroxide helps spread and distribute all of the medication around in there and oxygenates the wound as well. Nolvasan lasts longer, and is gentler on sensitive tissues, but is not as broad-spectrum. Use Nolvasan on very deep wounds. Keep treating every hole as necessary until EVERY wound is treated. Having the two 2 spray bottles already mixed will save yourself mixing time. For very small holes, KV Vet sells a special curved-tip syringe for this specialized use - which is invaluable! Use this for awkward dental wounds.

If the dog has deep lacerations that require sutures (I prefer to use the Surgical Staple Gun), use the Gauze pads and only the Betadine (Nolvasan) and cleanse the open wounds. DON'T FORGET TO CHECK YOUR DOG'S MOUTH FOR WOUNDS TOO, as they can become gangrenous if left unattended. If your dog has mouth wounds, take the Gauze and dip it in a different Betadine/Hydrogen Peroxide mixture (25% Beta / 75%) Hydro and scrub out the entirety of the animal's inside cheeks, gums, and mouth, and then mix the same 75%/25% Hydo/Beta formula (or Nolvasan) and squirt it into any holes in the mouth with the syringe. [Most bulldogs instinctively know you're trying to help them and do not mind any of this. If your particular dog can't stand this, then you should already know this and have given him the pain killer right after the hunt - and/or brought a muzzle, if necessary [neither of which usually is necessary with the more typical, pain-tolerant, happy, game pit bulls.] After you cleanse ALL of the wounds thoroughly, but before you either stitch, or staple, any deep lacerations, use the surgical scalpel or scissors to cut off any necrotic (dead) tissue that appears unable to heal. Then gently dry the dog off of any spilled solution.

If your dog has any broken limb, now is the time to apply the splint - after he is cleaned, disinfected, and dried off (you don't want to bandage a wet leg!). First gently, and loosely, wrap some cotton around the dry limb. Then you set the splint in place and the cotton around the leg acts as a shock insulator and prevents chaffing. Once in place, gently wrap this dressing with your white leg tape, to secure it, and over this wrap the elastic, self-stick colored bandage to secure it further still. You can even use a PVC pipe instead of a splint, which you can get at any hardware store. Having the PVC pipe already pre-cut to your dog's leg size, length-wise and diameter-wise (factoring in the cotton wrap on too) sure beats scrambling around after the fact. In any event, you want to make sure the application is firmly in place and yet loose enough to allow for circulation. Make sure you leave the toes exposed so you can check and see that the dog's nerves are still responsive to a pinch or pinprick or if the toes swell. If the toes start swelling, or if the toes are unresponsive to a pinprick, you need to remove the application and splint, re-apply it less tightly, otherwise your dog's leg will go dead.

After the fluids/dex/antibiotics, and wound treatment (and any splinting) is complete, let the dog rest for about two hours and take him outside again to see if he'll urinate this time. Even if he can't walk, you can physically hold him up and walk him. The action of walking him is critical, as it encourages his kidneys to function. Conversely, just letting him lie in one spot for hours will cause his organs to stop functioning if he is badly off - and you'll wake up to a dead dog. If he urinates, great. Put him to bed in his blanket and go to bed yourself. [It will help your dog's spirits if he gets to sleep with you - who cares about your sheets? - because remember his life is on the line.] If he still does not urinate, you can put him back under his blanket and go to bed - but you need to set an alarm for every two hours to take him out and see if he will. Again, the moving around keeps his innards working too. If the hunt was over at 11:00 pm, and your dog hasn't urinated or drunk water by 5 am, give him another hit of Lassix (0.5 mg/lb), plus another hit of Azium (or Solu-Delta-Cortef) with another small dosage of Ringers. Then try to see if he'll drink the cup of water/CytoMax/Peak Performance drink (or at least a cup of plain water). 

Remember: Eating and drinking encourage elimination.

If the dog has not urinated or drunk water by 10:00 am the following morning, you need to take him to a vet. Explain to him about the hoghunt, or the kennel accident, but get him to a vet. If you have an understanding vet (WHICH YOU'D BETTER ARRANGE BEFORE THE HUNT), who realizes that hoghunts and kennel accidents do happen, and will back you, so much the better. Under no circumstances let your vet put the dog under anesthesia, as he will 99% be too weak to come back. If you have to leave him at the vet, make periodic visits every 4-6 hours to let your dog know you're with him - and insist that someone walk the dog around every few hours both to encourage urination and to prevent kidney failure. (See Book 5.)

PRIVATE 
If your dog finally does urinate, either at home or at the vet, and begins eating and drinking, you can proceed with home care. Home care consists of flushing the wounds (as already relayed) every 12 hours, giving cortico-steroids (if necessary) until normal eating/defecating occurs (after which you wean him off these drugs as relayed in Book 3), and giving antibiotics until COMPLETE recovery is made, as per the separate article in Book 4. During this whole time, you must keep him resting under a blanket, then trying to walk him every few hours, so that his organs keep functioning. 

Keep feeding him the water/CytoMax/Peak mixture (or plain water) until he accepts normal food and drink. Keep giving the correct amount of Ringers until he eats and drinks normally, not just a nibble, and see Book 2 for the daily amount of IV fluids to use, and don't exceed this amount. Give him Azium or Solu-Delta every 24 hours until he is eating normally also.

Once the dog is out of the woods and no longer needs the cortico-steroids (dex/solu-delta), then gradually wean him off these drugs, per Book 3. Once he eats, drinks + urinates and defecates, normally, he should be fine. However, continue to keep him indoors, warm and rested, and feed him bland foods, per Book 5, until his wounds are healed COMPLETELY. Too many dogs are on a fine road to recovery, only to be put back on the chain too soon, where they're either not ready for the cold weather, and/or their scabs get scraped off by their chains and their wounds become re--infected with dirt. Don't get your dog "over the hump" only to lose him or bring him back down by tossing him outside too soon, Let him heal COMPLETELY before he goes back outside.

Give him his Antibiotics ON TIME every day and continue to flush his wounds until they look totally healed for three days straight. If he becomes gangrenous, or if the infection persists or worsens, despite antibiotic therapy, then upgrade your antibiotics (see Book 4) - and it is highly recommended that you get a Culture & Sensitivity Test done on the troublesome wounds to identify exactly what bacteria is/are involved in the infection. This can be critical in fighting infection as there are some bacteria which conventional antibiotics won't kill, and unless you identify what bacteria you are dealing with, the infection can kill your dog.

But once his wounds have scabbed over, are no longer "weepy", and the scabs have fallen off, discontinue the antibiotics. Remove all sutures/staples after two weeks. And then put your tough, little warrior back on his chain and be damned proud of him!

_______________________________________________________________        





